The detachment cascade during metastasis.
The cause of detachment of tumour cells during metastasis is still one of the most intriguing questions of tumour propagation. A hypothesis is suggested herein for lysis of extracellular matrix that could ultimately lead to the detachment and spreading of malignant cells. According to this theory a certain optimal estrogen level initiates a series of enzymatic activations that culminate in detachment and spreading of tumour cells.